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Personal declaration of Prince Milan that he would carry out the Treaty without restrictions.
To His Excellency Benjamin de Kallay, in charge of the Imperial and Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, at Vienna.
Excellency,
I hasten to acknowledge receipt from Your Excellency of the letter which you have been good enough to address to Me through the medium of the Imperial and Royal Legation at Belgrade under the date of the iyth instant, in reply to that which I had written on September 20/October 2 to the enlightened Minister, so sympathetic to Serbia, whose loss we have joined you in deploring.
For Me it is more than a duty, it is a veritable debt of the heart, to express to Your Excellency today My most sincere gratitude for the proof of friendship which you have shown Me in declaring your readiness, as Official in Charge of the Imperial and Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to accept the proposals which I had made to the late Baron Haymerle.
While I frankly and loyally laid before him the motives for My conduct, and at the same time employed such language as could be used only by one who considers it a question of honor to develop relations of cordial understanding with the neighboring Monarchy, and who has the firm and unshakable intention to follow systematically this policy as salutary for Serbia, I wondered whether My explanations were sufficiently clear to present the situation in its true light in proper quarters and to make understood the real difficulties which I had to overcome and the cogent reasons which had dictated My conduct.
I felt Myself all the more embarrassed by the fact that the matter related to an act which had received an august sanction and which therefore could no longer be the subject of any discussion. My sentiments of profound respect and of unchanging affection for the person of His Majesty the Emperor could not permit Me to tolerate this contingency for an instant; concern